Ranch Water Quality Planning: Instructor’s Guide and Lesson Plan UC ANR publication 6700 | August 2020 | 42

Lesson Plan 14.
Pasture Use Records

« Bring copies of the RWQP Template with extra
copies of Pasture Use Records—Worksheet 9.

Goals/Overview:

Explain purposes and techniques to monitor
pasture use by livestock and the value of linking
pasture and water quality impacts to grazing
management practices.

« Provide attendees handouts of pertinent
resources.

Time Allocated:

Allow 20 to 40 minutes (10 to 20 minutes for presen-

Learning Objectives: tation and 10 minutes for question/answer).

1. Gain ability to use Pasture Use Records—

Worksheet 9 in the Template to consistently Procedures/Activities/Strategies/

note the timing and intensity of livestock Questions:

rotation across the ranch and onto other « Open with a brief story or anecdote, welcome

parcels. newcomers, and ask for outstanding questions or
concerns.

2. Understand that the worksheet may apply to
most, but not all, pastures. « Provide opportunity for participants to ask ques-
tions and review previous sections to be sure
they understand how they fit together and can
change over time according to conditions and

3. Understand the purpose of the worksheet is
to know exact dates for pasture use, including
certain leased pastures, and/or calculate the

carrying capacity of individual pastures and priorities.
ranch. o Present video: “Pasture Use Records—Work-
sheet 9.”

Introduction/Hook:

. . . . . Review grazing parameters, issues, and objectives
« Discuss situations in which pasture use was not * grazing p ’ ’ )

recorded and when it would have been useful to
have had the information to make management
decisions. When evaluating pasture utilization
and any impact of grazing, it is critical to know
how the pasture was grazed by recording the
grazing parameters (timing, type of livestock,
density of livestock, and duration of grazing
period).

Materials/Speakers:

« Invited speaker and facilitator of discussion
would be someone with knowledge in livestock
and grazing management from UCCE, NRCS,
RCD, or other relevant organization.

« Instructional video: “Pasture Use Records—
Worksheet 9” (4 minutes).

that are frequently encountered by participants.

Discuss situations and locations, such as con-
servation easements or leased pastures, where
pasture use records would be useful.

Complete the Session Evaluation Form (appen-
dix A).

Conclusion/Self-assessment:

Ask participants to consider if some pastures
are underutilized, and if pastures could be used
at different seasons or grazed more frequently
in order for livestock to graze the pasture
uniformly.

If some pastures are overgrazed, think of options
for reducing stocking numbers or altering timing
of grazing, or consider the use of other pastures
to expand forage resources.
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