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Twenty five years of 
Poisonous Plants and 

Livestock 
Marcia C. Booth,   CAHFS 

Cattle Sheep 

oleander oleander 
nitrate/nitrite oxalate
oxalate nitrate/nitrite 
pyrrolizidine 
alkaloids 

lupine 

oak perennial ryegrass 

Most commonly diagnosed plant poisonings for 
selected livestock, in descending order of 
occurrence 
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Horses Goats 

oleander avocado 

pyrrolizidine 
alkaloids

nitrate/nitrite 

yellow 
starthistle 

oxalate 

dogbane lupine 

foxtail oleander 

Oleander

Yew
Taxus spp.

Poison
Hemlock

Summer
Pheasant’s
Eye
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Dogbane

Pigweed
Nitrate accumulator

Lambsquarters
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Fiddleneck Common groundsel

Oral 
ulcers
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Bristle grass,  Yellow foxtail

Curly dock

Oxalates

Greasewood

Yellow star thistle
Necrosis in equine brain
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Tree tobacco
Photosensitivity
Alfalfa Hay

The Tox gang


