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CALIFORNIA AGRICULTURE
 Food Production

 In 2015, California’s farm production topped $47 billion

 California has the most diverse food production in the country

 Vibrant Rural Communities

 California’s 76,400 farms and ranches cover 25.5 million acres
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CALIFORNIA’S CLIMATE STRATEGY
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HEALTHY SOILS
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HEALTHY SOILS INITIATIVE
An Interagency Plan to Reduce 
Greenhouse Gases and Improve Drought 
Resiliency by Innovating Farm and 
Ranchland Practices.
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ACTIONS FOR THE 
HEALTHY SOILS INITIATIVE

1. Protect and restore soil organic matter in California’s soil

 Set goals for building soil organic matter

2. Identify sustainable and integrated financing opportunities

 To incentivize voluntary on-farm management practices

 7.5 million for FY 2016-18 (SB 859)

3. Provide for research, education and technical support

4. Increase governmental efficiencies to enhance soil health on public 
and private lands

5. Promote interagency coordination and collaboration 

6https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/docs/CA-HealthySoilsActionPlan.pdf



HEALTHY SOILS PROGRAM

 Objective: To build soil carbon and 
reduce agricultural GHG emissions 
through incentives. 

 $7.5 million in the FY 2016-17 
budget from the Greenhous Gas 
Reduction Fund to develop and 
administer: 

 Incentives Program - $3.75m 

 Demonstration Projects - $3m
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PARTNERSHIPS FOR SOIL HEALTH

Farmers and 
Ranchers

Academia 
and Non-

Profits

Federal, 
State, 
Local
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WALKER CREEK  
A PARTNERSHIP SUCCESS STORY
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“This program demonstrates the effectiveness of intensive outreach coupled with 
management practice implementation to protect water quality in watersheds with 
irrigated agriculture.”
- Pamela Creedon, Executive Officer of the Central Valley Water Board

Problem: Exceedances of chlorpyrifos in 
2007 and 2009 in Walker Creek, Glenn 
County.

Solution: 
 Outreach
 Survey
 Funded Voluntary Conservation Practices
 Educate

Colusa Glenn Subwatershed Program 



QUESTIONS?

10www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/healthysoils/
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